
 

 

 
March Highlights 2019 
 
First Friday Mass, Adoration, and Benediction ς Fri, Mar 1 
Draw near to God, and He will draw near to you. James 4:8 
We had the privilege of drawing near to God on Friday with our celebration of the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass, 
followed by Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament.  Classes had the opportunity to spend time in Adoration 
throughout the day and we capped off another busy week at SJS with the blessings of Holy Benediction.  It is 
so important that we realize that God desires to draw near to us through the sacraments He instituted to be 
given to us through His Holy Church.  May we ever draw near to Him at Saint Joseph School! 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 

National History Day ς Fri, Mar 1 
Dagan Haunhorst (6th), Sarah McLean (8th), and Gigi Sompayrac (8th) joined SJS Alumna Keeley Wade and 
Middle School History Teacher, Mrs. Wendy Waxmonsky on Friday for National History Day on the campus of 
the University of Tennessee.  Students spent time after school working on historical research projects 
(somewhat like a science fair project) and then had to present and defend their findings to experts.  Keeley 
Wade helped guide the students in their projects as part of her coursework at West High 
School.  Congratulations to Dagan for his 3rd Place finish in his category and to Sarah for earning 2nd Place in her 
category for her research on the Bubonic Plague! 
 

 
 
20th Annual Mardi Gras SJS Benefit ς Sat, Mar 2 
What a spectacular fundraising event we had on Saturday!  Thank you to all our guests for coming ς whether 
you came for the food, for the friendship, or for a great deal on hundreds of fun auction items, we appreciated 
your presence.  Many, many thanks to Mrs. Kathy Walker and her Mardi Gras Committee members for a 
beautiful and fine-tuned event; to the Wilson family for the delicious meal; to the Ogle family for the great 
tunes and lighting; to all the donors and sponsors and benefactors and volunteers ς wow!  It takes a lot of 
great people to pull off an event like that! 
 

 



 

 

 
Book Character Out-of-Uniform Day - Mon, Mar 4 
As a belated celebration of Dr. Seuss' birthday (Mar 2) and as a make-up day for our CSW celebration, students 
came dressed as their favorite book characters on Monday.  In our Primary Grades, our Aimsweb reading 
assessments actually test our students' ability to pronounce "nonsense words" - can they sound out and 
correctly blend words that are created just for the test?  Dr. Seuss knew how important this was to the reading 
process decades ago!   
 

 
 

Ash Wednesday ς Remember You Are Dust 
Father Ron Franco, Pastor Immaculate Conception Church, presided over our Mass on Ash Wednesday last 
week.  During his homily, he remarked that Ash Wednesday is so popularly attended by the faithful ς in spite 
of having dirt smudged on our foreheads and being told that we will die ς precisely because it is so true and 
we live in a culture that lies to us constantly.  Only when we confront the truth of our mortality ς and what 
comes after ς can we put our life in order and know of our eternal destiny with God.  How to get 
started?  Repent and Believe in the Gospel! 
 

 



 

 

 
Kindle in Them the Fire of Your Love ς Confirmation 2019 
Congratulations to all the recently confirmed!  Middle School students from Holy Ghost, Immaculate 
Conception, and Saint Albert the Great completed the Sacraments of Initiation this weekend with 
Confirmation.  Bishop Stika confirmed about 50 students from HG and IC at the Cathedral on Saturday 
morning and about 35 from SAtG at the parish on Sunday. 
 

 
 

Stations of the Cross 
Our 4th Graders led our All-school Stations of the Cross this past Friday on a beautiful spring day.  Many 
thanks to them for a reverent and prayerful Way of the Cross.  We will have an outdoor Living Stations led by 
our 8th Graders on Holy Thursday, weather permitting. 
 

 
 



 

 

 
SJS Golf Action 
Our Golf team came in 3rd place out of six teams at a meet this weekend.  Ava Holmes, Tori Tampas, and Bella 
Zigrossi played well, with Bella shooting a 40 for nine holes.  Go team! 
 

 
 

State Geography Bee ς Bennett White 
Bennett White traveled to Nashville last week to compete in the Tennessee State Geography Bee.  While only 
one in a hundred could come away as champion, Bennett is ready to go for next year!  Congratulations! 
 

 


